
And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the
decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders
which were at Jerusalem.  And so were the churches established in
the faith, and increased in number daily. (Acts 16:4-5)

Confirming the Churches

(a mission to encourage Christians in smaller
churches of Christ to keep the faith and

evangelize their communities)

Since 2013 Al and Sybil Parr have labored to

prevent  the apostasy of individual Christians

and entire churches.

Luke says that Paul went forth
“confirming the churches” (Acts 15:41).
But what Paul did was that he “delivered

them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and
elders which were at Jerusalem” (16:4). By such work “were the
churches established in the faith and increased in number daily”
(16:5).

This mission involves in-person teaching and training as
opportunities arise, and also production and distribution of
literature both print and electronic.

In the U.S. there are many small churches, especially in the
north, that don’t have elders, don’t have preachers every Sunday,
and don’t have much contact with other churches because the next
nearest church is too far away. Having preached for years in several



Leadership training in New Brunswick

of these churches, Al is
prepared with the kind of
lessons they need to encourage
them to persevere in faith
through the loneliness and
difficulties that are part of
living for the Lord in their
communities. Many have found
it nearly impossible to find a
preacher willing to move to
such an area, or to work with a
church in such conditions.

Across the northern states and through-out Canada are many
churches that fit the typical description of “mission churches.” They
are small in membership (313 churches in 20 northern states have
fewer than 30 listed members). Many are in relatively remote
locations – often as much as 100 miles or more from the next
nearest church of Christ. They have little or no communication with
other Christians, no elders, few teachers, and they have trouble
getting preachers to come to live in their community.

Due to these circumstances many become discouraged. Some
quit trying to live righteously in a wicked world. Others take
whatever encouragement comes along. This often means they
accept the charlatans with divisive agendas, or even their sectarian
neighbors. The end result of that of course is apostasy – the loss of
souls and the loss of the gospel influence in the community.

This academically acclaimed 332-page book shows
the background, content, author and purpose of
every Old Testament book. It includes ten
appendices and an index/glossary to support the
study of the 39 books that are the background of the
gospel of Christ.
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Do you know a church that might benefit from this work? 
Please contact us.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Following the pattern of the apostle Paul as described by Luke
in Acts 15:41 through 16:5 our work is to teach the Bible so that the
faith of Christians in these smaller remote churches will be more
firmly established, and that they will be better equipped to do their
part in bringing about growth of the local church. A more complete
description of our mission may be found on our web site, which is 
www.acts1541.org.

Our 50+ years of gospel preaching across the U.S. and in ten
other nations have prepared and qualified us for this work. We have
seen first-hand the need of these churches – and we have seen their
enthusiastic response to the help we have offered in person, in print,
online and by radio.

Al has taught
full-time in three
preacher-training
schools, directing
two of them, and
helped to inaugurate
another. He has
preached in the
Russian language,
and in sign language
for the deaf. He has
a u t h o r e d  a n d
published 14 books,
and he has over 25 tracts in print. Several of these books and tracts
have been translated into Russian and Telugu. A weekly Bible
teaching column in local newspapers ran from 2002 through 2012,
and resumed in January, 2018. Since 2012 a similar column has
appeared daily on Facebook. In March, 2015 Confirming the



Preparing literature for distribution

Churches Bible Class began streaming weekly on the internet. You
may find these classes online at www. youtube.com/c/AlParr_CTC,
along with many of his sermons.

While preparing for a sectarian ministry Al learned and obeyed
the gospel in 1970. He began preaching in the Philippines while
serving in the U.S. Navy. Service in the Kingdom has carried him
to 24 of these United States and to 11 other countries (29 trips
outside the U.S.). He has preached full-time with churches of fewer
than 10 and of more than 220, and directed campaigns in 4
countries.

Our most recent in-
person missions have been
in New Brunswick, Maine,
Michigan. Books and tracts
have been sent to 8 states
and 6 countries.

All our books and tracts are
given free to missionaries
and mission churches thanks
to contributions from caring
Christians in various places.
Proceeds of literature sales
to others able to purchase are returned to the printing and
distribution funds for this purpose. In addition to your fervent
prayers you can help this mission in several ways (choose the
options that work best for you):

�one-time contribution in any amount
�continuing monthly contributions

�literature purchases
�referrals to those who might support
�referrals to those who need our help
�traveling with us to a mission church

Thanks, and may God bless you.



A WORK OF
Lincoln Church of Christ

800 Pulaski St.
Lincoln, IL 62656

contact Doug Adams (217) 735-1130

AVAILABLE FOR
Fill-in or Interim Preacher

Gospel Meetings

Preacher/Teacher Continuing Training

Organize Neighborhood Campaigns

Classes/Programs on specific topics, such as
Church Leadership

Personal Evangelism
Apologetics

The Role of the Holy Spirit
Singing and Song Leading

Keeping Faith in Fearful Times

Send postal mail to:
A. L. Parr

P. O. Box 662
Lincoln, IL 62656-0662

Phone toll free: (844) 650-3223

Send E-mail to:
alparr@acts1541.org

Visit:
www.acts1541.org

www.skywaypub.org
Facebook: “Confirming the Churches”


